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Permits are required for the installation of all gas, oil, 
and solid fuel burning appliances. Any gas, oil or solid 
fuel burning appliance installed without a permit and 
approved inspection is considered a code violation and 
may invalidate your fire insurance policy. 
Used stoves, fireplaces or other fuel burning appliances 
may not be installed in new or existing buildings unless 
they have been certified by the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality Phase II or the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency. Contact the Spo-
kane County Air Pollution Control Authority for more 
information (509)477-4727. 
 
Listed appliances: 
Appliances which are “approved” or “listed” by 
approved testing agencies, such as Underwriters 
Laboratories (U.L.), the International Conference of 
Building Officials (I.C.B.O.), etc., are strongly  
recommended because these units have been tested and 
approved under extreme conditions. If you have  
purchased or are using a “listed” appliance, follow the 
listing instructions for installation and clearance 
requirements. 
 
Unlisted appliances: 
Unlisted appliances are any appliances that are not 
tested as stated in the previous section. Most unlisted 
appliances, regardless of manufacturer, are required to 
be 36" away from unprotected combustible walls and 
materials. Some may require as much as 54". 
A combustible wall is a wall that contains wood and 
includes walls that are surfaced with gypsum board, 
(drywall), or plaster. Heat is transferred directly 
through these materials to the wood framing. 
Unlisted appliances may be installed closer than 
36" to combustible walls or materials provided the 
combustible surface is protected by using one of the 
approved methods listed in Table A (attached). Also 
see Illustration 1 (attached). 

Mobile Home installations: 
Fuel burning appliances to be installed in mobile 
homes must be specifically “listed” for that purpose. 
Do not install unlisted appliances in mobile homes. 
Permits are required and should be obtained from the 
Washington State Mobile Home Division,  
Department of Labor and Industries (324-2640). 
 
Hearth and floor coverings: 
• The hearth slab shall extend at least 16" in front 

of the fuel loading side of the appliance. 
• Floor protection shall extend 8" beyond the sides 

and rear of the appliance. 
• In all cases the floor area directly beneath the 

appliance shall be protected and the minimum 
clearance from the bottom of the appliance to the 
floor protection shall be 6" unless a lesser    
clearance is specified for a listed appliance. 

• The hearth slab and floor protection shall consist 
of not less than 3/8" thick asbestos, concrete,  
hollow metal, stone, tile, or other approved non-
combustible materials. Combustible floor        
coverings shall not encroach in the required 
hearth extension.                                            
Note: Appliances installed in garages shall be a  
minimum of 18" above the floor. 

 
Vent connector: 
The vent connector or stove pipe is the pipe that 
connects the appliance to the chimney.  
• The minimum clearance from a single wall vent 

connector to an unprotected combustible wall or 
ceiling is 18". 

• Pellet Stoves may be vented out a wall, provided 
that the vent is at least four (4) feet away from an 
opening window or door  

 
Chimneys: 
Chimneys shall be constructed of masonry in 
accordance with the Uniform Building Code  
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requirements and the Masonry Institute of  
Washington or shall be approved factory built  
assemblies “listed” or “approved” by U.L., I.C.B.O., or 
other recognized agencies for use with wood burning or 
other solid fuel burning appliances. The, “listed” or 
“approved”, chimney assemblies shall be installed in 
accordance with their listings. The required clearance 
from the chimney to combustibles will be indicated on 
each section of chimney. The minimum clearance for a 
masonry chimney is 2". 
Note: Metal liners installed in masonry chimneys or 
relined chimneys shall be of approved “listed”  
materials and installed in accordance with the listing. 
 
Chimney height termination: 
The chimney shall terminate at a point not less than 2 
feet above any portion of a structure within a 10 foot 
radius of the chimney. 
 
Wood burning appliances and existing fireplaces/ 
chimneys: 
There are three acceptable methods of connecting a 
wood burning or other solid fuel burning appliance to a 
masonry fireplace. (See Illustrations 2, 3 and 4.) 
 
 

It is never permissible to simply seal off the front of 
the firebox and run a vent connector into the firebox, 
terminating it there. 
Note: Wood stoves may be connected to existing 
metal fireplace chimneys only if the “listing” for that  
chimney allows it. Most do not! 
 
Wood burning furnaces: 
Wood burning furnaces must be installed according 
to their approved “listing”. If it is not a listed  
appliance, check with the Planning and Community  
Development Department to see if the particular unit 
is acceptable. 
“Add-on” furnaces must be listed and approved 
specifically for that use. Duct systems for all wood or 
solid fuel burning appliances must, at a minimum,  
comply with the requirements of NFPA 89-M  
(Table 2-3). 
 
For more information or an appointment contact: 
Liberty Lake Planning and Community Development 
1421 N. Meadowwood Lane 
Liberty Lake, WA  99019 
(509)755-6707 
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